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overrated elsewhere as it is the reverse in France; but
even this is a reason which may lead to prefer, instead
of the perilous honor of being the champion of the Ger-
manic liberties, the easy and deceptive advantage of di-
viding the spoils. Therefore, delay appears to me more
unseasonable than it has been, for it is probable that the
King of Prussia, having once pledged himself, will not re-
cede, which seems to be warranted by his personal
probity, his hatred of the Emperor, the antipathy that
exists between the two nations, and the universal opin-
ion which prevails that the chief of the empire is a per-
fidious Prince.

Your project concerning Brunswick is certainly excel-
lent, and I shall spare no labor that may tend to give it
success. But the man is very circumspect, Hertzberg
very vehement, and the crisis equally urgent,

I have conversed with several of the English who are
returned from the Emperor's reviews; he behaved there
with great affability, and was very talkative. He par-
ticularly distinguished a French officer, who had traveled
on horseback, that not a single military position might
escape him on his route. The Austrian troops, in gen-
eral, manoeuver well by companies, and even tolerably
by regiments, but, collectively, their inferiority to the Prus-
sian army is prodigious. Opinions on this point are unani-
mous. They were not capable of keeping their distances,
even when filing off in the presence of the Emperor.
This grand pivot, on which tactics turn, is unknown to
the Austrians, whereas the Prussians so habitually, so
religiously, observe their distances, that any failure of
this kind is an error unheard of.

The inferiority of the Austrian army, compared to the
Prussian, is attributed:

1.  To the want of a sufficient number of officers and
subalterns, compared to the number of soldiers."

2.  To the economy, totally anti-military, of the  Em-
peror, who, while tie companies nominally consist of two
hundred men, does not maintain more than fifty or sixty
under arms,  and sends the others  home,   even   against
tlieir will, so that three-fourths of the soldiers are never
disciplined.delible levity.
